In the title compound, C 16 H 15 Br 2 NO 2 ÁCH 4 O, the mean planes of the substituted cyclohexa-2,5-dien-1-one and phenyl rings are almost parallel [dihedral angle = 7.84 (4) ]. The crystal packing is stabilized by N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds generating infinite [101] chains. The methanol solvent molecules are connected with the main species by O-HÁ Á ÁO interactions. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
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Comment
The 2,3-dibromo-4-hydroxy-5-methoxybenzaldehyde acts as an important precursor for the synthesis of bromophenols, which have been reported to possess a variety of biological activities (Liu et al., 2011) . As an extension of our work on the 2,3-dibromo-4-hydroxy-5-methoxybenzaldehyde, the title compound was synthesized by condensing 2,3-dibromo-4-hydroxy-5-methoxybenzaldehyde with phenethylamine, and attempts to investigate its biological activities were carried out.
In the crystal structure of the title compound, C 16 H 15 Br 2 NO 2 .CH 4 O, the mean planes of the substituted cyclohexa-2,5-dien-1-one and phenyl rings are almost parallel [dihedral angle = 7.84 (4)°]. Difference Fourier maps clearly showed that the N1 atom is protonated rather than the O1 atom indicating a methylidenecyclohexa-2,5-dien-1-one skeleton (Palmer et al., 1973; Huang et al., 2006; Chatziefthimiou et al., 2006) . The N1 and O1 atoms are connected via a short intermolecu- et al., 2006) . The solvent molecules of methanol are connected with the main species by
Experimental 2,3-Dibromo-4-hydroxy-5-methoxybenzaldehyde (0.31 g) and phenethylamine (0.12 g) were dissolved in methanol (20 ml).
The mixture was stirred at room temperature for 30 min to give a clear solution. Keeping the solution in air for 5 days, yellow block-shaped single crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction analysis were obtained at the bottom of the vessel.
Refinement
All H atoms were placed in geometrical positions and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with C-H = 0.93 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) for aromatic H atoms, with C-H = 0.97 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) for methylene H atoms, with C-H = 0.96 Å and U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C) for methyl H atoms, and with N-H = 0.86 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) for the amino H atom.
Figures Fig. 1 . Molecular structure of the title compound. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level.
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Geometric parameters (Å, °)
Br1-C1 1.878 (7) C8-H8B 0.9700 Br2-C2
1.886 (6) C9-C10 1.497 (9) O1-C3
1.263 (7) C9-H9A 0.9700 O2-C4
1.374 (7) C9-H9B 0.9700 O2-C16 
